FEBRUARY 2026

" FROM THE
PASTOR’S DESK

Ahh-February, the month of love with its visions of hearts and kisses and caring has arrived. We'd like to think
that everyone around us will somehow be blessed by some gesture of thoughtfulness, kindness and joy. Thank
you, Richardson Park UMC, for being the place where anyone connected with us knows they are loved.

Certainly, I am blessed to be a part of a church ministry that shows we know a little something about sharing
the story of our Lord Jesus, seeing the people around us through God’s eyes and showing love for the whole
person.

We're living in a critical time, and a lot of folks around us are experiencing financial and spiritual need. Folks
need not only money to support themselves, but they're also missing that spiritual “something” on the inside
that rescues them from feeling irrelevant, insignificant and like they're running out of hope.

As a church, God allows us to look through His eyes and know that every person is both a body and a soul, and
both need help. A body needs food, water, shelter, clothing, companionship and caring. The soul needs attention
too, like a compassionate and encouraging word of knowledge to lift people out of ignorance; maybe some
counseling to lift them out of self-doubt and confusion; and certainly some gentleness to ease their sorrow.

Church, we are all called to be patient and forgiving when there’s been an injury, and to offer prayer when
someone feels like they're going to fall and there’s no safety net. You and I are called to work together to give
people hope, draw them to God, and share with them a determination not to give up. All of us have needs and
wants not visible to the natural eye. And it's with the supernatural eye of the heart that God has given us that
we're able to see, to understand and to follow through in the name of God's Son Jesus. For the Bible says: “for
we are God's workmanship created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that
we would walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)

God calls you and me, Church, to be expressions of God’s love for all people, and so that God may be glorified
through the image of God’s Son Jesus. And unless we care for the whole person, body and soul, it means
something in our faith is lacking, that maybe we don't understand who Jesus is at all.

Thank you, God, for placing me among your people at Richardson Park UMC who take seriously your call to love
the whole person, just as Christ has loved us, and who realize that the works we're called to do aren’t the way to
secure our salvation, but rather the proof of our salvation.

The heart of God in Jesus Christ for us, the kisses and caring of His Holy Spirit for us - how will you honor the
holy love of the Lord God this month? Blessings to you and yours!

Rev. Candy Mites. Pastor

The purpose of Richardson Park United Methodist Church is to help people experience the
amazing love of God and develop a vital relationship with Jesus Christ.
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UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH

BY MARLENE JOHNSON

[ am starting with a quote from Lailah Gifty Akita: “You
are an Amazing Person with unique talents. Have Faith
in your abilities.”

This describes the wonderful women that meet the
second Sunday of the month after worship.

In our first meeting of 2026, 16 like-minded women
came together. The Challenge for the February 8th
meeting was, what will you do this year to spread
God's Love? Get ready- because you know [ will be
awaiting answers! As a group we do many things but
what are you able to do as an idea for the group. I can't
wait to hear - the excitement builds.

I mentioned February 8th is our meeting which will be
held in Fellowship Hall. Hopefully, there will not be ice
and snow! We will have a short devotion and share our
ideas as we enjoy tasty finger foods. Yes, bring
something to share as we continue our meeting. Of
course, husbands are very welcome. They always have
many things to share with each other as we have our
meeting,

Now, my sisters in Faith:

1. Mark your calendars for February 8 and bring
finger food to share. I look forward to sharing this
time with you.

2. Read: Numbers 6-24.

A closing Prayer:

Thank you, God, for your immense love for each of us.
Help us to share your love, kindness and compassion.
Amen.

Blessings from Marlene

FREE LUNCH MINISTRY

BY JOE TUCKER

Free Lunch program is continuing every Thursday
11:30 am to 12:30 pm with a grab-n-go lunch. We
deliver a hot lunch in a take-out container from
Fellowship Hall. Each person also receives a bag of
crackers, power bars, a bottle of water, cup of
pudding, etc. Our group of dedicated volunteers work
Wednesday morning preparing food and 'bags of
blessings' to hand out on Thursday morning. We are
averaging about 140 meals a week. Contributions of
items are always accepted.

Some church members pick up meals and deliver them
to family and elderly neighbors. Thank you to all
volunteers who help on Wednesday and Thursday to
prepare and serve free lunch! Thank you. Blessings, Joe

BOOK CLUB

BY PAUL WEAVER

Our January meeting was held on Friday, January 9th
at 2pm at the church. We discussed “The Thursday
Murder Club” by Richard Osman and had a very
interesting discussion.

From New Castle County Reads: “We are excited to
announce this year's NCC Reads 2026 author selection
is Victoria Christopher Murray one of the co-authors
of The First Ladies at the Chase Center for a discussion
and book signing on Wednesday, April 8, 2026 at 7:00
p-m.” We will schedule dinner before the event on April
8. Suggestions for a restaurant are welcome.

Our February meeting will be on Friday, February 13th
at 2pm at the church. We will discuss “Still Life” by
Louise Penny.

Our March meeting will be on Friday, March 13th at
2pm at the church. We will discuss “The Queens of
Crime” by Marie Benedict.

Coming attractions include “Before Dorothy” by Hazel
Gaynor, “Withered Hill” by David Barnett and several
books by Ariel Lawhon (“The Frozen River” and “Flight
of Dreams”).
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THE CHILDREN'S CORNER
BY MARLENE JOHNSON
Wow! It's February. I hope you have enjoyed that white
stuff from the sky - yes, I am talking about SNOW! God
has lots of surprises for us every day.

In January we found shepherds and then 3 Kings at our
discovery station. Stars also appeared because God
sent them as a guide to the baby Jesus. We learned
about King Herod also. What a ruler he was!

February has arrived! Who will we meet this month? I
wonder what activities will be waiting for you? Guess
what - you have to come on Sundays to discover the
Bible stories and activities!

See you on Sunday morning. Meet in the sanctuary at
10:30 and we will go as a group to our room.

Blessings from Ms. Marlene



TECHNOLOGY TIPS

BY JIM CHILCUTT

Do you know what “IoT” stands for and why it is
important?

The Internet of Things (IoT) has woven itself into daily
life through a host of smart devices. These devices
offer convenience, but they also introduce new
security risks if not managed carefully.

Why IoT Security Matters

IoT devices often create access points to your home
wi-fi network. If installed incorrectly they can expose
personal information or provide access to other
systems on your network.

Essential IoT Safe Practices

1. Change Default Passwords Immediately

Replace them with strong, unique passwords.

2. Keep devices updated

Manufacturers release firmware updates to patch
vulnerabilities. Regularly check for updates or enable
automatic updates when available.

3. Enable Strong Authentication

If your device supports multifactor authentication
(MFA), turn it on.

4. Segment Your Network

Place IoT devices on a separate Wi-Fi network of
VLAN. This prevents a compromised device from easily
accessing your primary computers or sensitive data.
Many routers support guest networks that work
perfectly for this purpose.

5. Limit Data Collection

Review device and app permissions. Disable features
you don’t use and restrict unnecessary data sharing.
6. Choose Reputable Vendors

Select manufactures with a strong track record of
security updates and transparent privacy practices.
Cheaper devices often lack long-term support, making
them riskier.

7. Monitor and Manage Your Devices

Keep an inventory of all [oT devices on your network.
Remove or reset devices you no longer use and
periodically review their settings. Staying proactive
reduces long-term risk.

Final Thoughts

IoT devices can enrich your environment, but they
need the same care as any connected technology.
With a few simple practices-strong passwords, regular
updates, network segmentation, and mindful data
management-you can enjoy the benefits of smart tech
without compromising your security.

If you have any questions or suggestions send an email
to rpumc@rpumchurch.org or call the church office.

MEMORIAL TREE

BY GLENDA DONNELLY

Thanks to the great work of the Trustees and the
BMG, we have a beautiful Memorial Tree to recognize
all our loved families and friends who have passed.

Take a moment and stop by the Extension and see the
Memorial Tree. If you are interested in adding a loved
one's name to the Memorial Tree, there are forms
located on the table near the Tree. Any questions,
please contact Glenda Donnelly at (302) 998-5047 or
call the Church Office.

Thank you. Glenda

FLOWER CONTAINERS NEEDED

We love delivering altar flowers to shut-ins and they
love the visit BUT we are in need of containers. [ have
found the 11b. metal coffee cans do work very well.
Please donate these so we can continue this
wonderful program. Blessings from Marlene

BAGS OF BLESSINGS

DONATIONS NEEDED

Please donate “single-served” food items such as
granola bars, fruit cups, pudding cups, 16 oz. water
bottles, snack crackers, cookies, peanut butter, etc. in
support of this important adjunct ministry to our Free
Lunch program. Volunteers are needed to fill the Bags
of Blessings which are given out at the Free Lunch
Ministry on Thursdays. Any questions, please contact
Kathy Rogers, Missions Chair
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ALTAR FLOWERS
February 1 - Sherlynn Aurelio
At the Cross: Fran Tebbutt
February 8 - RPUMC Chancel & Bell Choir
February 15 - Open
February 22 - Bob & Karen Collins
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MONDAY NIGHTS
o AT 6:30 PM = Ny

Contact troop339de @gmail.com:
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DAY OF SERVICE
JOIN US EVERY MONTH ON THE WEDNEDAY BEFORE THE 4TH FRIDAY
AS WE PREPARE FRESH FRUITS AND VEGETABLES FOR 3000 FAMILIES!

=== will be hosting a Pancake Breakfast fundraiser from 8:30am
to 10:30am in Fellowship Hall. Nothing says “Good morning”
like a stack of pancakes! A delicious breakfast before
worship service. Who can resist syrupy goodness, and Scout
smiles? Cost: Adults $15.00; Children 12 & Under: $10.00

525 Polly Drummond Hill Road
Newark, DE, 19711
2:00 - 3:30 p.m.
GriefShare is a 12-week program of support for anyone who is grieving the loss of
a family member or friend. It is structured around group discussion with focus, video
seminars on a variety of grief and recovery subjects, and personal study and reflection.

Recovery & Support Group
Beginning on Thursday, January 15", 2026.
Ebenezer United Methodist Church

You're not alone—join our grief support group to connect with others, share your
story, and find healing in a safe, compassionate space where understanding and hope
grow together. The Grief Share group will be jointly co-led by, Sarah McGee LACMH, and
Rev. Mary Browne of the Ebenezer United Methodist Church. The group is free, although
donations to the church are always welcome. Please call the church office to register at

302-731-9495 or NewarkEbenezerUMC@verizon.net ..

GriefShare helps people meet the challenges of emotional struggles, confusion,
and the isolation they may be feeling. It is the opportunity to connect with other people
who can understand the deep hurt a person feels after the loss of a loved ane.
GriefShare is not only for people who may be feeling acute grief because of a recent
loss, it is also a resource for people who may have experienced the death of a loved one
some time ago but find they may have questions about the recovery process and feeling
optimistic about the future.

FRIDAYS

“connecting people from place to place”

leasazanoer e EOOD GIVEWAY SITES

WWW.THEHOPP.ORG
ASBURY AFRESH UMC // 10:00AM EETHESDA UMC// 12:00PM
114 £ MAIN 5T MIDCLETCWN

ALTAR FLOWER ORDERS
N || Please remember that if you
would like to dedicate altar
flowers “In Honor of” or “In

J00E. BASIN RD, NEW CASTLE

WILMINGTON MANOR LIONS CLUB// 10:30AM  DALE LEE HAVEN UMC// 12:00PM
WESTERN SENIOR CENTER 11 BASSETT. NEW CASTLE
PENIEL UMC // 11:00AM

115 £ MARKET ST NEWPORT

WILMINGTON UNITED LIONS CLUB // 11:00AM
CONSCIOUS CONNECTIONS 22 E 23 RD WHLMINGTON
RICHARDSON PARK UMC // 11:00AM

11 N MARYLAND AVE WILMINGTON

TREE OF UFE // 11:30AM

109 GLASGOW DR, NEWARK. DE 19702

UNION UMC // 10:00AM

245 SCHOOL BELL RD, BEAR. DE

143 E. LAKE 5T. MIDDLETOWN
BUTTONWOOD UMC // 12:00PM
1700 VILMINGTON RD NEW CASTLE
ALDERSGATE UMC // 12:30PM

2313 CONCORD PIKE, WILMINGTON
SIMPSON UMC // 12:30PM

OELIVERY ONLY, WILMINGTON

LNDAS ANGELS CHILDCARE // 1:00PM
& PARKWAY CT NEW CASTLE

INTERFATTH COMMUNITY HOUSING
1/ 200PM

613 N WASHINGTON, WILVINGTON

Pull in RPUMC'’s

E Loving Memory of” a loved one, PARTNERS znq Pflrk_in_gfot
N | please submit your order and A ot Ao et TET LONGWOOD e
donation to the church office at : ' Grouper

least one week before.

# Thank you.
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ASH WEDNESDAY - FEBRUARY 18TH o RTEO Wi
All are Welcome!! T + Coimes

Please join us for a Ash Wednesday Worship service at

Richardson Park UMC. LT TR 1 TN (T N | T RN
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February 2nd

From Rev. Tony Arrington

PRESIDENTS’ DAY
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February 19




» -
‘ 4 FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

£
- : _/ - - A
A L8 o N < \ (L E e »
Terri Snead February 1 Robert Davis February 16
Anastasia Hayman February 2 Kathy Gibbons February 20
Beverly Cuomo February 5 Bettie Smith February 20
Terry Bourdon February 7 Robert Truitt February 20
Mary Sutor February 11 Kristin Fleming February 21
Brian Crozier February 12 Bethany Pasmore February 21
Terri Antonine February 13 Morgan Coverdale February 23
Cassandra King February 13 Jf-lr-},’}”,_ Donna Daniels February 23
Byrom Price February 13 ’fﬁ];ﬁﬁﬁ/”’ Ben Brindle February 24
Ellen Willard February 14 ASERLZE a0 Kim Przybylski February 26

Note: If your name is not listed on our birthday list.
please call the church office
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When February and Black History Month come, | always remember Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr’s famous words from
his 1963 “I Have A Dream” speech in Washington DC: “. .. little children will one day live in a nation where they will
not be judged by the color of their skin, but by the content of their character”

Character is what you're really made of. It's a maturity and truth that’s basic to who you really are when nobody'’s
looking, and regardless of the craziness that may be going on around you.

A biblical understanding of character is fruit. Matthew 7:15-20 says you recognize a tree by its fruit. A good tree will
produce fruit according to its character, fruit that contributes to the healthy well-being of the one who partakes of
it. People are like a fruit tree. Like the Word says, thorn bushes can't bear grapes, and thistles can't bear figs.

Character doesn't have an ethnic background assigned to it, no special skin color; and people of God shouldn’t be
negatively influenced by social media, other people with personal axes to grind, misinformation or hate-based
teachings and traditions against what the Lord God would tell us.

The Apostle Paul says in his letter to the church at Galatia that our faith and baptism in Christ make us all one, that
there is no longer superiority over or difference between Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or female. (Galatians
3:26-28)

As God’s people, you and I, Church, cannot hold to such distinctions as if one bears fruit and the other cannot. That
would be like denying the Word of God that says God is not a respecter of persons, or like calling God a liar, and as
if Jesus Christ didn't live, die and rise again for all of us. The Church, especially, should be blind to such thinking
that puts barriers between people.

Thank God for the dream that came from God to Dr. King giving hope that our characters can continue to develop
according to the ways of our Lord Jesus, and renewing our vision of justice, peace, healing and prosperity not
merely for Blacks and African-Americans but for the redemption of the whole human race.

Reu. Can([t/ Miles, Pastor

— HISTORY <
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 GROUNDHOG 3 4 5 6
9aM Adult Sunday DAY 6:30PM Scout 9AM BMG-Ext.
School-Lounge md! Board Mtg.- 11AM=2PM -The
10am Fellowship agﬁ' Lounge Shoppe at RPUMC - ,
Time-Ext. , 11:304M=12:30PM - First Saturdays
10:30aM Worship & ‘ "‘ Free Lunch—FH at The Shoppe &
Children’s Church Annexat RPUMC
8 SCOUT SUNDAY 9 10 11 12 13 14 VALENTINE'S
8:30AM-10:30AM 9amM BMG-ExT. 2pM Book Club- Day
Scout Troop 339 11aM-2pPM -The Lounge
Pancake Breakfast Shoppe at RPUMC
FEEHRAISER b 11:3?(5\M—12:30PM . waye
9aM Adult Sunday Free Lunch-FH Va[gjm 4
School-Lounge ‘d“f.
10aM Fellowship
Time-Ext.
10:30AM Worship &
Children’s Church
11:30am UWiF MTG.-
FH
15 16 PRESIDENT'S | 17 18 AsH 19 20 21
9aM Adult Sunday Day WEDNESDAY 9aM BMG-EXT, 11aM Koinonia
School-Lounge Church Office & 12ng As: 11aM-2pPM -The Mtg.-Ext.
10am Fellowshi Building Closed =) | Wednesday Shoppe at RPUMC
Time-Ext. ’ & Service at RPUMC 11;;§AM_12;3OPM -
10:30am Worship & Messenger | Free Lunch-FH
Children’s Church Deadline
11:30AM Trustee Articles Due
Mtg.-Lounge
22 23 24 26 27 28
9am Adult Sunday 9am BMG-Ext.
School-Lounge 11Am-2PM -The
10aM Fellowship Shoppe at RPUMC
Time-Ext. 11:30am-12:30pPM -
10:30aM Worship & Free Lunch-FH
Children’s Church

COME ON OUT & SHOP AT

THE SHOPPE AT RPUMG
on Thursdays 11 AM-2 PM

and select First Saturdays’ Thank you for supporting the mission

PRE-LOVED GOODS

DISCOVER GREAT FINDS @rpumchurch.org

P PROCEEDS BENEFIT
umc MISSIONS/OUTREACH.:
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RICHARDSON PARK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

11 NORTH MARYLAND AVENUE Rev. Candy Miles, Pastor

WILMINGTON, DE 19804-1305 E-Mail: pastor@rpumchurch.org

Office: (302) 654-0961 Office Hours: 9 a.m.-3 p.m. M-F

E-Mail: rpumc@rpumchurch.org Administrative Assistant: Jennifer Boyce

Website: www.rpumchurch.org
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In-Person and Live Streaming Sunday Worship Services
at the following sites:
* %% HAPPY # # %

— PRESIDENTS’ DAY

rpumchurch.org/html/streaming_ service.html or

Facebook at: facebook.com/rpumchurch e e — IR
Sunday School........ccevenrincinenerinenecreneenes 9:00 A.M. -
Fellowship Time.....cccooovvueriievenieenenenresnenenenns 10:00 A.M. The Ch\:,lﬂ%g ;ziif O?lmldmg
Worship & Children’s Church....................... 10:30 A.M. Monday, February 16th

LIVE Find us on
Facebook

r Please have articles and information for the March .
;. Messenger to the Church Office by Tuesday, February 17th.
¢ Remember to submit all announcements for the Sunday
Q Bulletin no later than Wednesday. Email to:
rpumc@rpumchurch.org
N Thank you! ~Jen S AP e A
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The purpose of Richardson Park United Methodist Church is to help people experience

the amazing love of God and develop a vital relationship with ]esu?@fst



