
Since Thanksgiving is now behind us, our focus shifts to Christmas. The stores have removed all
traces of autumn celebrations and decorations. The shift is obvious as shops once displaying
pumpkins and turkeys are now offering a winter wonderland of snow globes, yard decorations,
gifts, wrapping paper, bows and twinkling lights, all for sale. Retailers are putting all their effort
into making money on the one holiday that remains in the year. . .Christmas!  

In this world full of material things that attract us or distract us, it’s hard to focus on the real
reason we celebrate Christmas on December 25th, which coincided with the winter solstice and
pagan festivals. This date was likely chosen to help make Christianity become more accessible to
all and allow for Christians to eventually give meaning to customs. For example, evergreens came
to symbolize eternal life through Christ and feasting traditions were reinterpreted with a Christian
focus. Over time, the shift began to center the Christmas holiday on the birth of Jesus. 

It’s easy to get caught up in the hustle and bustle of shopping, decorating, feasting and gift giving.
As we gather with friends and family this season, let’s put Christ, back into Christmas by telling
others about Jesus the Christ. And while we celebrate Christmas this December 25th and pay
homage to the Christ child who was or gift from God, let us always remember that he was born of
the Virgin Mary and will forever be our lord and Savior!

Have a Spirit-filled Christmas and a Blessed New Year!  

Your Lay Leader,
Kathy Rogers
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The excitement is building in Children’s Church-it’s
December! The last few months have been leading up
to Jesus’ birthday. What a wonderful time of year to
share the excitement of a trip many years ago to
Bethlehem!  
 

We have studied David in September, Esther in
October and Daniel in November. Various items have
appeared in the Discovery Center and an experiment
table has been added to our activities. Yes, we have
been quite busy during September, October and
November. December brings a new bulletin board,
attendance chart and special items in the Discovery
Center. Also, we have songs, Bible stories and special
activities-what a special time of year!   

Blessings from Ms. Marlene   

BY MARLENE JOHNSON 
THE CHILDREN'S CORNER

I know it seems impossible-December is here! Lights,
carols, good will to each and every one. . . Yes,
Christmas! A wish to everyone to keep the reason we
celebrate (Jesus’ birthday) in our thoughts and actions.      

Mark your calendars for Sunday, December 14th.
Following the worship service, join in “Jesus’ birthday”
celebration in Fellowship Hall. Bring a covered dish
and be ready to celebrate! This is also the day to see
what has been donated to Door of Hope and
Richardson Park school. Two boxes will appear in the
back of the sanctuary on November 30th. The boxes
will be marked and items needed will be listed. Both
the school and Door of Hope are so thankful for our
remembering the children. The items will be delivered
before Christmas.  

Now, a big thank you for the cards brought in for the
V.A. as a remembrance to the veterans in the nursing
unit. They cannot thank folks enough for remembering
them!  

Now, my sisters in Faith: 
1.  Mark your calendars for December 14th. The

        covered dish is always a special time of the year. 
    2. Enjoy each moment of this special time of year. 
    3. Read: Colossians 3:12 

A Prayer: Dear God, thank You for placing special folks
in my path and helping me to see Your grace and
mercies each and every day. Amen.

Blessings from Marlene

BY MARLENE JOHNSON 
UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH

Our November meeting was held on Friday,
November 14th at 2pm at the church. We discussed
“The Woman in Cabin 10” by Ruth Ware and had a
very interesting discussion.        

Our December meeting will be on Friday, December
12th at 1pm at the church. Please note the time
change for the We will discuss “Santa’s Secret” by
Fern Michaels.    

Our January meeting will be on Friday, January 9th at
2pm at the church. We will discuss “The Thursday
Murder Club” by Richard Osman.  

Coming attractions include “The Queens of Crime” by
Marie Benedict, “Before Dorothy” by Hazel Gaynor,
“Withered Hill” by David Barnett and several books by
Ariel Lawhon (“The Frozen River” and “Flight of
Dreams”).

BY PAUL WEAVER
BOOK CLUB

Free Lunch program is continuing every Thursday
11:30 am to 12:30 pm with a grab-n-go lunch.  We
deliver a hot lunch in a take-out container from
Fellowship Hall.  Each person also receives a bag of
crackers, power bars, a bottle of water, cup of
pudding, etc.  Our group of dedicated volunteers
work Wednesday morning preparing food and 'bags of
blessings' to hand out on Thursday morning.  We are
averaging about 130 meals a week. Contributions of
items are always accepted. Currently, Free Lunch is in
need of plastic grocery shopping bags at this time.

Some church members pick up meals and deliver
them to family and elderly neighbors.  Thank you to
all volunteers who help on Wednesday and Thursday
to prepare and serve free lunch!! Thank you.
Blessings, Joe

BY JOE TUCKER 
FREE LUNCH MINISTRY



ALTAR FLOWERS
December 7 - Fran & John Tebbutt

December 14 - Dennis & Marlene Johnson
December 21 - Poinsettias
December 28 - Sandy Ide

Thanks to the great work of the Trustees and the
BMG, we have a beautiful Memorial Tree to recognize
all our loved families and friends who have passed. 

Take a moment and stop by the Extension and see the
Memorial Tree. If you are interested in adding a loved
one's name to the Memorial Tree, there are forms
located on the table near the Tree.  Any questions,
please contact Glenda Donnelly at (302) 998-5047 or
call the Church Office. 
Thank you.  Glenda

MEMORIAL TREE
BY GLENDA DONNELLY

FLOWER CONTAINERS NEEDED
We love delivering altar flowers to shut-ins and they
love the visit BUT we are in need of containers. I have
found the 1 lb. metal coffee cans do work very well.
Please donate these so we can continue this
wonderful program. Blessings from Marlene 

Please donate “single-served” food items such as
granola bars, fruit cups, pudding cups, 16 oz. water
bottles, snack crackers, cookies, peanut butter, etc. in
support of this important adjunct ministry to our Free
Lunch program. Volunteers are needed to fill the Bags
of Blessings which are given out at the Free Lunch
Ministry on Thursdays. Any questions, please contact
Kathy Rogers, Missions Chair

DONATIONS NEEDED 
BAGS OF BLESSINGS

Digital Deception
What are the most threatening things to your financial
well-being? Is it your mailbox (the one where paper
mail comes to you). Is it your telephone? Is it your cell
phone? Is it your home phone (if you still have one).
Or is it your computer?

How many of you guessed your computer? How many
of you guessed your home mailbox or your cell phone? 

In today’s social media world the threat that is the
most effective is the least technical of all the threat
vectors. Its your phone, mailbox and your cell phone.
Malicious actors are constantly trying low tech
methods to gain your personal information.
Some examples: 

A text message that informs you of fraudulent
charges on your credit card. This is easy to verify
by calling the contact number on the back of your
credit card (if you even have a card with that
bank). 
A note from the post office or UPS claiming to
hold a package for you to pick up. 
Bogus charity donation requests. 
Flyers with QR codes leading to malicious
websites. 

The common thread to all these activities is to cause
you to do something that will expose your personal
information. Sometimes it is a call claiming to
represent Medicare offering new benefits. It may be
all they want is for you to say the word YES. They can
modify the recorded session to make it sound like you
have agreed to some proposal. Other signs of a
malicious attack are the phone call is from a stranger
or the caller asks for specific personal information
such as your credit card number or your Medicare
number.  

The one single test to apply to the credibility of the
caller is to ask yourself did the person call you or did
you initiate the call to a trusted source. If it’s a
stranger that you cannot verify don’t tell them any
personal information or better yet, just hang up and
never say the word YES. 

If you have any questions or suggestions send an
email to rpumc@rpumchurch.org. or call the church
office. 

BY JIM CHILCUTT
 

TECHNOLOGY TIPS

Phishing Without A Computer-The Analog Side of



ONLINE GIVING - TITHES & OFFERINGS

Church
Message
Board

Women's Al-Anon Family Group is an open
meeting available to all women on Thursday
evenings from 6:30-7:30 pm at Ebenezer United
Methodist Church, 525 Polly Drummond Hill
Road, Newark, DE 19711.  Please use the main
front entrance of the church.  

Women's Al-Alon MeetingWomen's Al-Alon Meeting

ALTAR FLOWER ORDERS
Please remember that if you would

like to dedicate altar flowers “In
Honor of” or “In Loving Memory

of” a loved one, please submit your
order and donation to the church

office at least one week before.
Thank you.

The Al-Anon Family Groups are a fellowship of relative and
friends of alcoholics who share experience, strength and hope in
order to solve their common problems. If you have any
questions please call 302-731-9495, Ext. 10. 

December 18



Pull in RPUMC’s
2nd Parking Lot

December 20 at 11am



 DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
Tammy Brindle
Jeffery Daniels 
William Edwards
Devon Manley
Bryan Cummings
Brian Cox
Don McFarland
Josiah Straughn
Zackery Casalvera
Andrew Hughes
Billee Boyd
Emma Warfel
Carolyn Stafford
Dana Bourdon
Rose Davis
Steven Ott

December  14
December  14
December  15
December  15
December  16
December  20
December  21
December  22
December  24
December  25
December  25
December  27
December  29
December  31

Justin Farren
Melanie Mitten
Megan Edwards
George Smallwood
David Brown
Emma Mae Manley
Gladys Swain
Michael Toy
Fran Tebbutt
Cherie Krebs
Gloria Williams
William Aurelio
Jason Bourdon
Amanda Graham

Note: If your name is not listed on our birthday list,
please call the church office

December   1
December   2
December   2
December   2
December   3
December   5
December   7
December   7
December   9
December   9
December  10
December  10
December  11
December  12
December  12
December  12

Wednesday - December 24th at 7 pm

We invite you to join us at RPUMC and invite your
friends, family and neighbors as we celebrate the birth
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! This service will
feature music, a Christmas message and candle
lighting. We look forward to sharing the Joy of the
season with you. Hope to see you there!   



Harvest Home Sunday was on November 23. As in years
past, we assembled and distributed a record number of
baskets. Thanks to the congregation for their abundant
support! Thanks to Wegmans in Wilmington for again
supporting our efforts by providing a $200 gift card to help
us purchase supplies. And we are thankful for a new
business partner, Grocery Outlet Bargain Market in
Kennett Square, who provided a $100 gift card to give us
more purchasing power. We, and more importantly the
community, appreciate their generosity. Thanks so much to
them for their support!! 

We provided 25 baskets this year to families in need in the
greater Wilmington and Newark areas. The pictures show
us assembling those baskets and provide a tribute to our
business partners. The energy and generosity of our
congregation enable us to prepare and distribute more
baskets every year. You never cease to amaze me! Thanks
for all that you do! You make this my favorite Sunday of the
year! Paul

BY PAUL WEAVER

HARVEST HOME IN-GATHERING  
THANKSGIVING FOOD GIVE AWAY



Thank you for supporting the mission

COME ON OUT & SHOP AT

THE SHOPPE AT RPUMCTHE SHOPPE AT RPUMC
on Thursdays 11 AM-2 PM 

P R E - L O V E D  G O O D S
D I S C O V E R  G R E A T  F I N D S

and select First Saturdays’
PROCEEDS BENEFIT

MISSIONS/OUTREACH

@rpumchurch.orgPlease Note: The Shoppe & Annex will be
 closed beginning Thursday, December 25th

and will reopen Thursday, January 22nd 
Happy Holidays and Happy New Year!
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  CHRISTMAS ALTAR POINSETTIAS
Red poinsettias will be ordered to be placed on the Altar on Sunday, December 21st.  If you
would like to purchase a poinsettia in Memory or in Honor of Loved Ones, please return this
form to the church office by Sunday, December 14th.  The cost of each poinsettia is $9.00.
Please make your check payable to Richardson Park United Methodist Church.  On the memo
line of the check, please indicate "Poinsettias". If possible, please pick up your poinsettia after
the Christmas Eve candlelight service on December 24th.

Number of Plants    ___________________

Donor's Name    ____________________________________________________

In Memory of:    ___________________________________________________
(for those not living)   ______________________________________________________________________

                                   ___________________________________________________________________

In Honor of:       ___________________________________________________
(for those living)          ______________________________________________________________________

                                   ___________________________________________________________________

In Memory and  ___________________________________________________
Honor of:            ___________________________________________________
                                   ___________________________________________________________________

Check/Amount Enclosed:    ___________________

Shall we deliver your flower to a Church Shut-In?  
Yes   ________    No   ________

Flowers given:



Please have articles and information for the January
Messenger to the Church Office by Tuesday, December 16th.

Remember to submit all announcements for the Sunday
Bulletin no later than Wednesday. Email to:

rpumc@rpumchurch.org
Thank you! ~Jen

RICHARDSON PARK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

 December 2025

Rev. Anthony A. Arrington
E-Mail: pastor@rpumchurch.org
Office Hours: 9 a.m.-3 p.m. M-F
Administrative Assistant: Jennifer Boyce

 Messenger
The

In-Person and Live Streaming Sunday Worship Services 
at the following sites:
rpumchurch.org/html/streaming_service.html  or 
Facebook at:  facebook.com/rpumchurch
Sunday School....................................................9:00 A.M.
Fellowship Time...............................................10:00 A.M.
Worship & Children’s Church.......................10:30 A.M.

11 NORTH MARYLAND AVENUE
WILMINGTON, DE 19804-1305
Office: (302) 654-0961
E-Mail: rpumc@rpumchurch.org
Website:  www.rpumchurch.org

The purpose of Richardson Park United Methodist Church is to help people experience
the amazing love of God and develop a vital relationship with Jesus Christ.

UMC
RP

The Church Office & building
will be closed on

Thursday, December 25th,
Friday, December 26th and
Wednesday, December 31st 


